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October  27th,  1937. 

Tho  Ja^anoso  Govornment,  having  replied  to  the  invitation  of  tho  Eolgian 
Govomraont  to  tho  Coniorenco  of  tho  Signatories  of  tho  iTino  pewor  Treaty  of 
1922,  tako  this  opportunity  of  making  public  ut  homo  _nd  abro  d  a  statement 
of  thoir  views. 

1*  China  has  witnosood  tho  riso  and  fall  of  countless  rogimo3  sinco  tho 
Revolution  of  1912,  but  her  foreign  policy  has  boon  consistently  ono  of  ant i- 
foroignism.  Especially  3inco  1924,  when  tho  Kucmintang  cot  up  the  nationalist 
Government  in  Canton  and  entered  into  allianco  with  tho  Communists  as  a  moans 
of  winning  control  of  tho  control  administration,  the  anti-foreign  policy 
bogan  to  bo  pursued  \/ith  unprecedented  vigour  and  ruthlossncss,  and  unti- 
faroign  sontiments  vorc  kindled  ablaze  among  tho  populace.  Tho  rocm-ry  is 
still  froch  of  tho  way  in  v/hich  foreign  J'c./ors,  one  after  another,  were  * 
victiraizod  and  deprived  of  thoir  vosted  rights  and  interests.  It  happens  that 
Japan  has  toon  made  for  tho  past  ten  years  tho  principal  target  of  this 
onti-foroign  policy  of  China. 

Japan  ha3  always  striven  to  promote  friondshi  and  coeporation  among  tho 
nations  of  East  .jsia,  in  tho  firm  conviction  that  therein  lies  tiic  koy  to  the 
stability  of  that  r£ion.  Japan  oleomed  tho  docpoi.ing  of  Chinese  national 
consciousness  which  folio-  od  upon  tho  Revolution,  believing  that  it  would 
conduco  to  intimate  Siuo-Japancso  collaboration,  and  sho  adopted  tho  policy 
of  mooting  tho  logitimato  national  aspirations  of  China  to  tho  utmost  possible 
oxtont..  For  instance,  in  19  6  J  pan  took  tho  load  in  assisting  China  to  • 
rccovor  hor  customs  autonomy,  and  took  a  firm  stand  in  favour  of  China  on  the 
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•  question  of  tho.  abolition  of  oxtra-territoriality.  Japan,  30  cultivating  China’s 
good--, /ill,  looked  patiently  and  eagerly  for/urd  to  a  favourable  response  that 
would  consort  with  her  ideal  of  friendship  and  cooperation.  Howevor,  China 
shov/od  no  signs  of  appreciation  of  this  sympathetic  attitude  on  the  part  of 
Japan.  On  tho  contrary,  3ho  hoisted  still  higher  tho  banner  of  anti-Japanism, 
and  soonied  rosolvod  to  annihilate  all  Janano30  rights  and  interests  in  China. 

Tho  Nanking  Govornmont  employed  anti-Japanism  as  a  convoniont  tool  in 
domestic  politics  for  tho  mobilization  of  public  opinion  in  support  of  their- 
regime,  and  resort od  to  the  unhoard-of  t  ctics  of  making  it  the  foundation  cf  “  •• 
moral  oducation  in  tho  army  and  in  tho  schools,  so  that  even  innocont  children 
and  youths  woro  taught  to  look  upon  thoir  friondly  neighbour  country  as  an 
onomy.'  ..8  a  result,  not  only  wore  tho  poaccful  trado  an-  economic  activities 
of  Japan  interrupt  od,  but  oven  tho  vory  lives  of  Jcpar.oso  nationals  wore 
joopardixod.  This  anti-Japanese  campaign  finally  took  tho  form  of  organized 
terrorism  as  in  tho  cases  of  tho  killing  of  a  Japanese  bluc-jackot  at  Shanghai 
in  Hobcmbor,  193E,  and  of  tho  subsoquont  murdorous  attacks  upon  Japar.oso 
subjects  at  Uwatow,  Chengtu,  iakhoi,  Hankov/  and  Shanghai^  and  tho  bombing  of 
Japanoso  rosidonco  at  Changsha  and  Swetov.  In  tho  faco  of  tho  alarming  situatio) 
tho  Japanoso  Government  remained  culm  anl'  forbearing.  Urgent  domands  wero 
ropcatodly  m;.do  upon  tho  Hanking  Government  for  tho  revorsul  of  thoir  disastrous 
policy,  but  to  no  avail.  Then  towards  tho  end  of  last  yoar  there  occurred  the 
Sian  Incidont,  in  which  Chiang  Kai-shok  was  hold  captive  for  semo  days. 

Though  tho  exact  oircum3tancc3  surrounding  that  sensational  incidont  remain 
a  mystery,  it  is  an  .  indisputable. fact  that  shortly  after  ard  Communist 
olomonts,  gaining  tho  ascondoncy  in  tho  Hanking  Government,  began  to  conduct 
campaigns  of  disturbance  in  i’oi'th  China  and  iianohoukuo  undor  the  banner  of 
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".jiti-Japanese  People's  Front”,  which  finally  led  to  the  Lukouchiao  Incident 
of  July  7  of  this  year,  in  which  Japanese  soldiers  were  unlawfully  fired  upon 
by  Chinese  troops  in  the  outskirts  of  Peiping. 

2.  Upon  the  occurrence  of  the  Lukouchiao  Incident  tho  Japanese  Govemmont, 
desirous  of  averting  a  possible  Si no -Japan ere  crisis,  immediately  formulated 
a  policy  of  non-aggravation  and  local  settlement,  and  devoted  their  best  offerts 
toward  bringing  about  cn  amicable  solution,  despite  the  intolerable  situations 
that  were  created,  one  after  another,  by  the  Chinese  on  the  spot.  On  the  other 
hand  the  Hanking  Government,  in  violation  of  the  bmezu-Ho  agreement,  moved 
north  the  vast  forces  under  their  direct  ooumand,  to  threaten  the  Japanese 
garrisons,  and  also  instigated  local  Chino3e  armies  against  Japan.  The 
situation  was  thus  aggravated  until  a  general  clash  between  the  two  countries 
became  inevitable.  It  should  be  recalled  that  the  Hanking  Government,  which 
employs  anti-Japonism  as  an  instrument  of  internal  unific  .tion,  had  been 
conducting  for  some  years  a  militaristic  propaganda  aimed  at  Japan,  and  that  at 
the  same  time,  by  importing  vast  quantities  of  munitions,  constructing 
f ortif ications,  and  giving  intensive  training  to  the  troops,  they  had  succeeded 
in  building  up  strong  armaments,  so  that  their  military  men  grew  ovor  confident 
of  their  own  strength  and  the  people  themscivc-a  .ere  deluded  into  cutting  an 
exaggerated  estimate  upon  their  country's  fighting  power*  ..  belligerent  spirit 
towards  Japan  came  to  rcvail  throughout  the  1  ,nd.  Long  bofore  tho  present 
outbreak,  Chinese  newspapers  and  magQzine3  ..ere  accustomed  to  call  Japan  the 
"enemy  country". and  Japanese  their  enemies.  ..t  the  time  of  the  Lukouchiao 
Incident  the  Hanking  Government  being  driven  to  action  against  Japan  by  the 
internal  situation  they  themselves  had  created,  Japan's  cautious  attitude  and  ' 
her  policy  of  local  settlement  were  both  doomed  to  utt8FI^e!&SR:fb'ivwlegal-toolsorg/doc/'87d7b3/ 
/ith  the  aggravation  of  ths  situation  all  Japanese  residents  not  only  in 
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North  Chirm  but  also  in  Centre!  Qnd  South  China  became  exposed  to  Imminent 
danger,  and  \/ere  compelled  to  evacuate  en  masse,  abandoning  the  enterprises 
that  they  had  toilsomely  built  up  during  long  years  in  the  past.  ..t  the 
same  time  the  Chinese  in  Shanghai,  in  contravention  of  the  1932  Truco  .igreoment, 
secretly  set  out  to  construct  military  \/ork3  in  the  demilitarized  zono  and  to 
perfect  their  war  prepur  orations.  ..ccordingly  in  Juno  lact  the  Japanese 
Government  made  a  request  for  a  special  conference  of  tho  Po\/ors  concerned, 
and  called  tho  attention  of  the  Chinese  Government  to  the  matter.  Tho  Chinese 
refused  to  alter  their  attitude,  but  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  armed  conflict 
in  North  China,  they  moved  troopo  into  tho  prohibited  zono  in  flagrant  violati¬ 
on  of  the  Truco  ..greeraont,  and  finall  follot/ing  U;  on  the  murder  of  an  officer 
and  a  man  belonging  to  the  Japanese  Landing  Party  on  .kugust  9,  they  launched 
an  attack  upon  the  International  Settlement.  ihilo  tho  Japanese  authorities 
•./ere  still  ongagod  in  negotiations  -./ith  the  representatives  of  the  Po.. ors 
concerned,  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  prevent  hostilities  v/ith  axtreme  pationco 
and  forbearance  and  bearing  serious  strategical  disadvantages,  the  Chinere 
began  to  shell  and  bomb  the  Japanese  quarter  of  the  Settlement  as  v;ell  as  the 
Japanese  garrison  defending  it,  vith  a  via/  to  annihilating  the  30,000  Japanese 
residents  as  voll  as  the  Japanese  forces  -./ho  \/ore  hopelessly  outnumbered  by  the 
Chinese  armies,  There-upon  Japan  ./as  compelled  to  take  counter-measures  in 
s elf -defence. 

.*s  is  clear  from  the  foregoing  account,  the  fundamental  cause  of  the  aggrava¬ 
tion  of  tho  present  affair  is  to  be  found  in  the  policy  of  the  Nanking  Govern¬ 
ment  "./ho  moved  largo,  threatening  forces  into  North  China  in  corrtravoirtion  of 
the  Umezu-Ho  ..groemont,  and  also  tore  up  the  Truce  ..groemont  by  marching  troops 
on  the  International  Settlement.  Japan  *./rs  compelled  to  take  up  arms  in  solf- 
def  onse, 
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and  she  hae  chosen  thin  opportunity  to  make  the  iianking  Government  rovised  their 
attitude  for  the  sake  of  the  permanent  pot.ee  of  East  .isia.  Thereforo,  the 
■♦present  affair  can  nevor  bo  settled  until  the  Nanking  Government  raend  their 

I 

abandon  once  for  all  thoir  anti -Japanese  policy  and  accept  Japan's  policy 
o£  cooperation  and  collaboration  between  the  two  countries. 

3.  It  should  be  remembered  that  one  of  the  important  factors  undoi'lying 
Nanking's  feverish  agitations  of  more  recent  years  against  Japan  is  the  acti'.n 
taken  by  the  League  of  Nations  at  the  tine  of  the  1-anchurian  Incident.  That 
body  then  adopted  a  resolution  framed  in  utter  disregard  of  the  realities  of 
the  situation  in  East  ..sia,  which  strorgly  stimulated  China  in  hor  anti-Japanese 
Policy.  Now  the  League  has  onco  more  taken  up  the  appeal  of  tho  Nanking 
Government*  ,/ithout  going  fully  into  the  real  causes  of  tho  present  affair, 
it  has  concluded  on  the  basis  of  false  reports  that  tho  bombing  of  tho  military 
works  in  strongly  fortifiod  Nanking  and  Canton  was  an  attack  upon  defenceless 
citios,  and  adopted  the  roeolv.ticn  of  September27  condemning  Japan.  ..gain  on 
October  6  the  nssombly  of  the  League  of  Nations  not  only  concluded  t  at  Japan's 
action  constituted  a  violation  of  the  Anti-./ar  ract  and  the  Nino  Powor  Treaty 
but  also  adopted  a  resolution  which  ppcnly  calls  for  asaictanco  to  China. 

3uch  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Longue  only  fall  in  with  the  cunning 
schoae  of  the  Nanking  Government  to  ccicrt  pres  jure  upon  Japan  by  inviting  tho 
Antorvotion  of  third  to  ore t  end  servo  no  useful  and  but  to  encourago  China 

A 

dior  resolve  to  pppose  Japan  to  tho  last  and  to  render  a  settlement  of  tho 
^.ji^ffair  more  difficult  than  over.  It  must  be  said  that  tho  League  of  rations 
&  repeating  tho  error  that  it  committed  but  a  fa/  years  ago. 

*  V'/f 

*  Japan'3  action  is  a  measure  of  self-dofence  taken  in  the  face  of  Chinese 
^fiallengo,  and  obvioti3ly  there  can  be  no  question  of  violation  of  the  Nine 
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.  Power  Treaty.  iioreovor,  as  comparod  with  tho  time  when  that  treaty  was 

* 

concluded,  the  situation  of  East  .isia  to-day  has  boen  rondered  totally 

different,  o./ing  to  the  infiltration  of  Comriunict  influence  and  the  chun£03 

of  internal  conditione  prevailing  in  China.  In  any  cc.se,  ao  regards  the 

conference  that  has  boen  convened  of  tho  signatories  to  the  Nine  Power  Treaty, 

it  is  a  foregone  conclusion  that  a  majority  of  the  participants  will  hold 

* 

thensilves  bound  by  the  above-aontioned  resolutions  of  tho  League  of  Nations, 
and  evon  if  Japan  took  port  in  its  deliberations,  no  fair  and  just  results 
could  ever  bo  expected  therefrom  as  in  tho  case  of  the  Loague  meeting  at  tho 
timo  of  the  lianchurian  Incident,  Especially  as  this  Conference  is  to  be 
attended  by  rov/ors  which  are  not  directly  interested  in  East  ^sia,  it  is 
calculated  to  arouso  popular  feeling  both  in  Japan  and  China,  therby  compile at- 
ing  tho  situation  still  further  lut  contributing  nothing  toward  a  solution. 

Hie  Japanese  Government  have,  therefore,  decidod  to  declino  the  invitation. 

The  Japanese  nation,  rising  as  one  nan,  is  united  in  the  determination  to 
surmount  all  obstacles  for  the  nurposo  of  effecting  a  speedy  settlement, 

Japan  is  by  no  means  indifferent  towards  international  cooperation.  Lut  the 
Sino-Japanese  difficulties  can  bo  solved  only  tV.rov.gh  direct  negotiations 
between  the  two  powers  on  whom  falls  tho  corj^on  burdon  of  responsibility  for 
the  stability  of  East  ..sia,  ./hat  is  needed  i3  tho  elimination  cf  Hanking 's 
anti -Japanese  policy  and  tho  Communist  elements  whicn  aro  identified  with  it, 
so  that  there  muy  bo  established  an  enduring  peace  based  upon  Sino-Japane3e 
unity  und  cooperation.  Japan  never  looks  upon  tho  Chinose  people  as  an  cnomy, 
nor  doos  oho  harbour  any  territorial  designs.  It  is  rather  hor  sincers  wish 
to  witness  the  mat  trial  and  spiritual  advancement  of  tho  Chinese  nation. 

.aid  it  is  her  desire  to  promote  cultural  and  economic  cooperation  with  foroicn 
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Pov/ors  regarding  China,  \/hilo  at  the  some  title  eho  \/ill  respect  full/  tneir 
rights  and  interests  there,  accordingly,  so  soon  as  the  fo.ers  understand 
the  true  intentions  of  Japan,  and  take  suitable  steps  to  make  the  ranking 
Government  reconsider  their  attitude  and  policy,  then  and  only  then  a  \/ay  will 
have  been  paved  for  th6ir  cooperation  v/ith  Japan  respecting  the  settlement 
of  the  present  conflict. 
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Statement  of  Source  and  Authenticity 


C hi of  of  tho  . xchivoa.  Section,  Jai 


io3  c  Foreit 
Japanese 

Of fioo,  horoby  cortify  that  tho  document  horoto  attachod  in  ^K118!1— 

oonaletlng  olJ_  pages  ond  entitled  ■’Statement  of  f..o  Japanese  Severny 

most  regarding  -Tnean's  ilon-f  artlclpotlen  In  for  Conference  of  the  Hlno 

Pnunr  Treaty  Siratorlos.  October  27, 1937.."  1.  an  enact  and  true  core 
document  • 

of  an  nffir.ini  translation  of  tho  Japanese  Foreign  Offic.oa. 

Certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  8t]i  day  of  Fobruary,  1947, 


(Signed)  K.  Havashi_ 
Signature  of  Official 


./itnoBs  s  (Signed)  K«  Urabc 
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